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AVÉ LUÏA 
THE BRAND NEW TESTAMENT ACCORDING TO LA "S" GRAND ATELIER, VIELSALM (B) 
 

COLLECTIONS ABCD / BRUNO DECHARME, PARIS & ANTOINE DE GALBERT, PARIS 
 



 

Ave Luïa dives into a bizarre world of cardinals and nuns, chasubles and crucifixes, 
cathedrals and stained glass windows, creating a universe in which sacred images 

that are recognisable anywhere take on a new appearance. 
Far from polemics, provocations, and ideological debates, this exhibit celebrates the 
creative treatment of the catholic tales that are profoundly anchored in Western 
culture. 
The Mystic Lamb receives a make-over, and the New Testament, a surprising 
interpretation. Apostles without biases and rebellious exegetes make Ave Luïa a 
grand celebration of meanings. 
Ave Luïa was created at La "S" Grand Atelier, a creative centre for mentally 
handicapped artists in Vielsalm, Belgium, known for its original approach to outsider 
art. 
Bold, collective, and thematic projects as well as the synergy of a social mixing with 

contemporary artists have made La "S" a unique place in the field of art in recent 
years. 
Together, Bruno Decharme/collection abcd and Antoine de Galbert acquired this 
extraordinary production with the idea of conserving it in its entirety and introducing it 
to as broad an audience as possible. 
 

 

Artistic production :  
Anne-Françoise Rouche, La « S » Grand Atelier (B) 
 
Curators : 
Antoine de Galbert et Bruno Decharme (F) 
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Marie BODSON 

 

View of a creative studio at La "S" Grand Atelier, 2014 



 

Léon LOUIS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Irène Gerard, The Mystic Lamb by Van Eyck, 12 panels, courtesy Museum Dr Guislain, Gent (B) 
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Rita ARIMONT 
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Rémy PIERLOT & Marie BODSON 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Elke TANGENTEN 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
La « S » collective 
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Yvan ALAGBE &La « S » collective                                                 Rémy PIERLOT (Pascal LEYDER background) 

 

 
La « S » collective 
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Exhibits  
May - July 2015:  La "S" Grand Atelier Art Centre, Vielsalm, Belgium 

October 2015 :  Galerie abcd-art brut, Paris, France. 
June - October 2017: Musée du docteur Guislain, Ghent, Belgium 
June - September 2019: Musée des Arts Anciens, Namur, Belgium 
July-August 2020:  Tokyo, Japan, site to be determined 
 
 
Contacts : 
Bruno Decharme :   bdecharme2@gmail.com 
Anne-Françoise Rouche annefrancoiserouche@gmail.com 
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2015 :  
AVE LUÏA 
50 numbered copies, stitched binding, hand-pasted images, 19x23 cm 

Self-published by: La "S" Grand Atelier & FRMK, collection KNOCK OUTSIDER  
Artistic production: Anne-Françoise Rouche & Thierry Van Hasselt 

Captions: Gérald Vercaempst, Barbara Massart, Régis Guyaux, Jean Leclercq, Marcel Schmitz 

Collection of captions: Nicolas Clément 

Collection of Biblical proverbs: Anne-Françoise Rouche 

 
2019: to be published in June 
AVE LUÏA, catalogue for the exhibit at the Musée des Arts Anciens (Museum of 
Ancient Arts) in Namur, Belgium 
Exhibit curator and book author: François Delvoye 
Published by: Musée des Arts Anciens, Namur 
 
 

Avé Luïa, a creative art project developed between 2014 and 2016 at La "S" Grand 
Atelier in Vielsalm, Belgium, is focused on the theme of the Catholic religion. 
The creators of this project, artists of a specific genre and strangers to the questions 
of orthodoxies and any form of ideology, are unaware of what it means to re-
enrapture the world, and yet they offer us a poetic vision of religion in this work. This 
quirky, radical, outsider perspective, without any intent to proselytise or provoke in 
any way, establishes itself through its creative and joyful strength, giving the viewer 
access to a bizarre universe. It is a work that helps grasp issues linked to our 
relationship with the sacred without taboo. 
 
La "S" Grand Atelier (Vielsalm, Belgium) is an art laboratory that offers daily fine and 

theatre arts workshops for mentally handicapped artists. Far from any compassionate 
or therapeutic considerations, this art centre organises residencies that bring 
together its artists and those from the field of contemporary art. Thus, La "S" Grand 
Atelier explores new artistic practices that come out of this diversity, and questions 
another relationship to creativity for artists who are traditionally on the margins of the 
art world. 

www.lasgrandatelier.be 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


